The Honorable Edward G. Rendell


August 20, 2008

Office of the Governor

225 Main Capitol Building 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

Dear Governor Rendell:

We are writing to ask you to ensure that teens in Pennsylvania schools get effective sexuality education.  We understand that the Administration for Children and Families recently sent out the Fiscal Year 2009 application announcement for the Title V abstinence-only-until-marriage program. As organizations committed to the health and well-being of Pennsylvania teens, we are deeply troubled to learn that Pennsylvania is considering an application for federal funding that supports programs that are harmful to our young people.  

A recent congressionally commissioned study shows that abstinence-only-until-marriage programs don’t work – they neither help teens postpone sexual involvement nor reduce the number of sexual partners teens have.  In contrast, there is ample evidence that sex education that teaches both about the importance of waiting to have sex and about effective use of contraceptives has a significant and beneficial impact on teens’ health.  Moreover, researchers attribute the recent nationwide decline in teen pregnancy rates overwhelmingly to increased contraceptive use, not abstinence.  A 2002 study commissioned by the Pennsylvania Department of Health found, “the lack of consistent effects across programs suggests that, taken as a whole, this initiative was largely ineffective in reducing sexual onset and promoting attitudes and skills consistent with sexual abstinence.” 
We believe that abstinence-only-until-marriage programs place a special burden on LGBT youth. A federal district court in Florida recently recognized that abstinence-only-until-marriage programs that follow the federal A-H definition exclude LGBT youth.  The court noted that these programs do not provide any relevant information to gay and lesbian teens on disease prevention or forming healthy relationships.  Abstinence-only-until-marriage programs are therefore of "limited utility to . . . non-heterosexual students, the well-being of whom must also be considered."  Gonzalez v.
Sch. Bd. of Okeechobee County, 2008 WL 2941155 (S.D. Fla. July 29, 2008) (emphasis added). 

With the health and well-being of young people in mind, governors across the country have decided to stop participating in the Title V program.  Governors from Virginia to Arizona have recognized that these programs are ineffective and harmful to teens.  The Administration of Children and Families itself reports that 25 states, Pennsylvania among them, are now not participating in the Title V program.

Governor Rendell, we are thankful that under your guidance Pennsylvania has remained out of this harmful program for several years. We urge you to act on behalf of young people in Pennsylvania by not changing that policy. Pennsylvania should only support sexuality education programs that give all teens the information they need to make healthy and responsible lifelong decisions.

We look forward to hearing from you on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Joe Fay


Carol Petraitis


Sari Stevens

Co-Chair


Co-Chair


Co-Chair

On behalf of the members of Pennsylvanians for Responsible Sex Education

